Stereocontrolled construction of the A-ring of nitiol using a Pauson-Khand cycloaddition-ring fragmentation strategy.
[reaction: see text] A stereocontrolled construction of the A-ring of nitiol (1) is presented. Key features in this approach are a diastereoselective Pauson-Khand cycloaddition and a Norrish type 1 fragmentation reaction.